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The caste-fellows who go to the burning-ground come home
and bathe and are accounted ceremonially pure as soon as
evening falls and the lights are lit.
On the eleventh day after the death the son or chief
mourner starts out early with the family priest and attendant
Brahmans for the river bank, where they have an enormous
amount of worship and purification to go through. Though
worshippers of Siva, they take with them a Sdlagrama^ the
symbol of Visnu, because he is the god who is popularly
supposed to preside over Sraddha ceremonies, and they
probably also take'some fire from the household hearth.
Before leaving the house they light a lamp of clarified
butter and put it either in the private chapel of the house or
else in the room where the man died; they then walk barefoot
to some suitable place on the river bank not too near to the
burning-ground. There the son performs Sandhya, which
he is now once more allowed to do, goes through the whole
of a Brahman's morning worship, and finally does reverence
either to the idol in a temple of Siva, if there be one at hand,
or else to some plpal tree growing near. Other learned
Brahmans, having been invited to attend the Sraddha, watch
whilst the son purifies his body from all sin by performing
Prayascitia. He invokes Visrm and worships him, either
under the form of three knotted blades of darbha-grass, or as
the Salagrama, with the full sixteenfold ritual*
*He then recites the text which every Brahman repeats onqs
a year on the day when he changes his sacred thread, and
which implores forgiveness for every sin great or small.
The great sins (Mahapataka) are: killing a Brahman;
drinking wine; theft; intrigue with a guru's wife; and
association with any who have committed such sins.
Forgiveness for these sins is only asked every year, for, as
a Brahman gentleman quite truly remarked to the present
writer: c One does not kill a Brahman every day'.
For the smaller sins (Upapataka) forgiveness is asked twice
a day. These are: untiuthfulness; cheating; refusing to give